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The specific features responsible for the production
of truth and falsehood are the merits {Guna) and
demerits (Dosa) of the conditions of knowledge res-
pectively. iVIerics and demerits are additional features
in the cause of cognition which add the qualifica-
tions of truth and foisehood respectively in cognition.
Hence, truth and faisehood are not intrinsic or natural
but extrinsic or adventitious. Merits and demerits
are positive features. Merit is not merely an absence
of demerit/ nor is demerit a mere absence of merit-
it is easy to kno^v from the science of medicine what
the merits and demerits of sense-organs are. Even
a man with healthy sense organs acquires certain
excellences in them by the use of certain medicines
and these excellences are their merits  Diseases,
e.g. jaundice are the demerits of sense organs. It is
said that effects depend on their cause for their birth
buy they produce their effects independently of their
causes, and hence a cognition depends for its birth
on the operation of the senses but it produces effect,
viz., the manifestation of its object, independently.
But what, it may be asked, is intended by this inde-
pendence? So far as the conditions of a cognition
are concerned their independence in producing the
latter is accepted, but it does not have that truth
independent of any condition end so natural, because
it has b3en shown as depending on the excellences
of senses. And so far as cognition is concerned the
question of its dependence or independence in pro-
ducing its effect does not arise/ because it has no
effect. Manifestation of objects is not an effect of
cognition, but is identical with cognition itself. And
if activity in relation to the object revealed to the
cogniser is supposed to be an effect of his cognition,